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AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING.

NEW YORK THEATRE, oopoilto New York Ilotal..
Vaoaa the Gaslight.

f ACADEMY OF MUSIC. Fourteenth street.-Bohimu*
Girl.

¦ OLYMPIC THEATRE. Broadway.-A Midsomxir
Nights Drum.

C WALLACE'S THEATRE, Broadway and Hth KreeL -
Ouvbr Twist.
' THEATRE FRANCAI3, Fourteenth atreet..Miait A*.
Voiaarra.

I BROADWAY TllEATKE. Broadway.-MAar flrniT.
t

BOWERY THEATRE, Bowery..Claude DjjrAL.Jia.tr
X.1 t>o.
BANYARD'S OPERA HOUSE AND MUSEUM. Broad.

Wkj auil Thirtieth street..Our Mutual Kriemd. Maliuea.

VEW YOP.R circus. Fourteenth atraet..QrmusTtcs,
Hucestriakism, Ac. Matinee at 2X.

THEATRE COMIQUE. 514 Broadway..Haklok Cohdi-
aaiiOK TROurE. Mai. nee at I!1.

KELLY A LEON'S MINSTRELS. 7M Broadway..So*GI,
tU.M.ko. Lcckntkicities. Burllsuues. AC.

SAN FRANCISCO MINSTRELS, 5« Brosrt nij..F.rnin-
Fun Entertainments, m.ngino. DanciXO and BuRLasQca*.

TONY PASTOR'S OPERA HOUSE, 2H Bowrrr..COHtC
Vocalism. Neuho NlDiTtiur, Ao. Matinee at 1S<.
BHTLFR'S AMERICAN THEATRE. 478 Broadway..

Ballet. Kahi-i. Pantomime, Ac.

BUNYAN IIALL, Broadway and Fifteenth street..Taa
Tilgbim.
STEINWAY HALL..OaA nd CosiCaar.

HOOLEV'S OPERA HOU'E. Brooklyn..Etbiopmn
MinjTuei;:v, Ballads and Bcrlejuuej.

NEW YORK MUSEUM OF ANATOMY. 61S Broadway..
Science and Art.

TB IP LE SHE E T.
New York. \Veilne««lny, JHnimry .K. 1S6S.

TUB wrxiwa.

ECHOPE.
The news report by tbs Atlantic cablo II dated yester¬

day, January 7.
England protests against the intrigues of Russia in

RoumaniSL
The new gold fields discovered near Ibe Amoor river

.re extensive and of great yield. Russian troops guard
the mines.

, Consols, 92 for meney inJLondon. Fivs-twsnUbs, 71J»
a 72 in London aod 76>i in Frankfort

' Cotton easier in Liverpool. Breadstuffe easier, and
provisions without narked change.

C0NGBI38.
In the Senate yesterday Mr. WHson, of Mass , intro¬

duced a bill to rempve the Governor and other State
effleers of Georgia and empowering the Reconstruction
Convention to Oil the vacancies. Mr. Sumner's bill,
which was r»"od before the recess, but has not been
returned by the President, for securing aqual rights in
the District was referred to the J udiclarv Committee,
on a question whether tt had fallen through or become
a law by the failure to return It on the part of the
President The bill to repeal the internal «venus tax
on cotton was lakeu up and passed, with an amendment
providing for the resumption of the tax after 1SGS. A
synopsis of the report of fcenator Howard on the re¬

moval of Secretary Stanton, wbiah was completed oa

Monday night, will be lound elsewhere In our columns
this morning.

la the Ho'i-e a Joint resolution authorising the sale sf
a'l the iron clad vessels no longer required br the ear-

?iea caused considerable discussion, and waa finally
pawed. A bill to prevent frauds iu the oollection of
taxes on distilled whiskey was reported from the Com¬
mittee on Ways and Means aad passed. The report of
Commissioner Wells, of the Internal Revenue Bureau,
was presented and referred It will be found elsewhere
ia our columns this morning. In Committee of the
Whole Mr. Cary, a republicaa of Ohio, m»rt» . i«»s*by
aoeech in f-nr of n«..» .*- uauoaal debt la legal
Under.

THE LIGISLATTJBE.
The two houses of the General Assembly of the Stats

of New York were caled to ordsr at eleven o'clock yes¬
terday morning.

In the Senate tbs Incumbsnt subordinate officers were
re-elected. After the appointment of the usual com¬
mittees to wait apon the Governor and the Assembly
and ths reading of the Governor's message, the Pres -

dent of the Senate, Lieutenant Governor Woodford, de¬
livered a welcoming address. Notices were piven of a
bill to repeal tbs Metropolitan Excise law, to create a
Harbor district and Board or Wharves and Piers in New
York, and relative to ibe powers and duties of the Re¬
corder and City Judge of Nsw York.

In the Asii-mWy William Hitchman. democrst, of
New York, was elected Speaker by eighteen majority
ever the republican candidate. Tbs newly elected
£<peak«r delivered an address on taking ths chair,
thanking the Aiwembly for tbs uonor. The democratic
candidates for the subordinate efflces were also elated.
The usaal comtn'tiees to wait upon the Governor and
Senate were appointed, and a recess was tak*n for ths
purpose of drawing for feats.
The Governor'.' mes ace will be found la full in tte

tolUiUBS of the OxMai.n this morning.
MISCELLANEOUS.

' Our telegraphic advices from St. Domingo
Btate tbst the goversinent had fled to Turks Island, and
Puenaventura Baez had been proclaimed President.
Cabrai was expected to abdicate.
Our spec al telegram* Irom St. Thomas state that ths

foiled States Commissi ner to take charge of the laland
waa anxiously expe* led, ths people sxprssslng tbsir
Willingness to be annexed.
The Jsnuary statement of ths public debt shows ths

total debt to be t2,»'ti,325,243, while the cash Id tbs
Treasury It 1124,203,60.1. Ibis indicates a dscrcass In
ths debt during the past year of t3'>,199,S22. But dur¬
ing the month or I>#cerr.bsr an increase Is indicated of

In the total debt, «h Is tbs cash la the
Treasury is decressed by |3.9iS,2J7, thus showing an
actual lacrease or |«.W19,*93 in ths debt during the
Bionth. |

i The contest for the United States Senstorship la Ohio
to sueeeed Hea. Wade, is waged in the Mite Democratic
Convention bstweea Thurmau and Vsllaodigbam. Tbey
.re both confident of success, but Tburmaa Is un¬
doubtedly ahead.

In the Lonisians Csavsntion yesterday s financial

tlsn wss prcpo«ed making the warrants of tlisCcsvsn-
ion the only ores receivable in psymentof taiee, but It

*ras dsf»stsl. Ons member of the Cenvent'SB ' spressed
.a opinion s> an ind vidual tbst the rec-mttrsciioo laws
^rsra uacoostltutiessl.

Odio Bowie, the Goveraor e'eel or Maryltad, will be
inaugurated at Annapollt to dsy.
An old cit'ien of Pepper ill, M>ei , was k ::led yester¬

day while riding Id a sle'gh w th two lad.se by coi: dieg
with a locomotive. Its lad ss wsrs ealy t ightly in¬
jured.

Farrell Ha'l and the leung Men't Cbrltt'aa Astoda-
t 08 bulld og, ID CblcagB, "as burssd yesterdey me'B

lag, iBvoiviog a Isse of 1800,000. Oi Bull had g.ven
%li opening performance In tbs hall the Bight >revieus
| A^rset Bsaay eegro boveli, built In cut of the way
fhlskete as fsr fretr eiviligetioB and the mm thorough
reree as possible srs Boticssblt bow ia Virginia.

Fraak J. McElroy, a bookkeeper, Hilled blBtelf l>
bltreem In Pyreeuae yesterday by shooting feimitii
Mrougb tbe tead n a fit of mnBtal depreteloa.

Mr. James W. Corsrd delivered aa intereetlBf sad IBWructlve l**turs on "Esrtbquakee and Volcanoes" last[.veatng at ths old Tr.alty Chapel, before a large aad
appreciative juJ.ei.ce,
Ibe Liquor Oeaisrt Asttualiea of ttig ttty held U«if

regular annual meeting laat waning and alectad officer*

for tbe ensuing year. The actios of the Uoard «?' '
Councilman in passing a new Excise ordiaanoa *¦
favorably discussed.

Yesterday Games* C. Baker was examined before
Commissioner Osborn on a charge of having, wlitie act¬

ing in tbe capacity of paying teller in (be Tradesmen's
Nailooal Bank of this city, embezzled |10,Q00. tbe

property of that establishment. The testimony of Mr.

Berry, President of tbe tank, having been taken, the
examination waa adjourned to a future day.

A caae came before th» Supreme Court Chambers yes¬

terday l£ which Gazaway B. Lamar sues Charles A.

Pant, late Assistant Secretary of War, claiming $100,000
damages for alleged Illegal and false arrest and im¬

prisonment during tbe war. The matter came up on a

motion for the removal of tbe capae for trial to the

United States Circuit Court. The court reserved its

decision.
The case of Cornell vs. Cornell, an action for divorce

on tbe ground of alleged adultery of the wife, came be¬

fore Judge Cardozo, at Supreme Court Chambers, on a

motion to open a default taken by plalutiff. Tba irregu¬
lar lies complained of wore of the most flagrant nature,

and the decision of tbe court left the plaintiff in tbe uu-

comfortable predicament of having two wives, he having

married another woman slneo tbe judgment by default
was taken.
The stock market was strong and active yesterdav.

Government securities were sctive and buoyant, espe¬
cially five-twenties of 1862 and the old issue of 1865.
Gold olosed at 136& a 136'(.
The advance in gold rendered the markets firmer as

a general thing, and in many articles a lair business was

transacted. Cotton opened )£c. lower, but closed active,
with tbe decline recovered. Colfeo was steady. On
'Change floor, wheat, corn and o|ts were buoyant
and firm, with a fair demand. Pork was un¬

changed. Beof waa in fair demand and steady.
Lard was active and firmly held. Freights were firm,
but less active. Naval stores and petroleum were

moderatoly active and a shade better. Wool was steady,
but sparingly dealt in. Tbe number of beef cattle re¬

ceived yesterday was 1,026 head.505 at Communlpaw
and 521 nt Hudson City. Prices were unchanged, com¬

mon to extra lota selling at from 11c. to 20c. per lb.
Demand fair. Swine were fully >£c. per lb. higher, and
very scarce. One lot heavy prime sold at 8c

The iisrernor'a Measnge.
We publish to-day the Message of Governor

Fenton to the State Legislature. It is a

lengthy, elaborate and not altogether uninte¬
resting document. As far as it relates to the
financial and other interests of the State of,
New York it may be read with some satisfac¬
tion. When it travels beyond that into the
regions of general politics it becomes vapid
and worthless.
The Governor impresses upon us the neces¬

sity, as a point of honor, of paying our share
of tbo public debt incurred by the war, as if
any one hesitated to relieve binuelf of this
obligation ; and upon this point he is exceed-
ingly prolix. And in this connection he reminds
us to our sorrow.that there are sixteen hun¬
dred national banks in existence, with a capital
of lour hundred and nineteen millions of dol¬
lars and five hundred and sixty millions on

deposit ; but he does not recall the fact that
these national banks are dragging vast sums

from the substanea of the people.that they
are enriching a few corporations at the expense
of the general public.

| After dwelling to a great extent npon sub¬
jects general to the whole country, the Gov¬
ernor invites our attention to the State of New
York. He shows the debt of the State on Sep¬
tember 30, 1867, after deducting the balance
ot sinking fundB Unapplied, to be $44,114,592.
He assures us that, despite the solicitude con¬

cerning the ability of the State to sustain the
burdens resting npon it, and the predicted ap¬
proach of financial trials, our resources and
material wealth have vastly increased, and
that a thorough revision of tlje tax agd assess¬
ment system* will obviate all difficulties. As

a fair measure of the material advance, he says
that " the New York city banks, in November,
1860, as represented by their loans, conducted

a business of $122,000,000, and at the same date
In 1867 the volume of their loans was nearly
$248,000,000. or more than double the business
of 1860. Hardly less significant, if not in so

great a ratio, is the advance in most ull depart¬
ments of business and enterprise, as will be
found by reference to the tables of commerce
and tonnage, railroad and insurance capital,
mercantile, manufacturing and mechanical em¬

ployments, and the value of real and personal
estate."'

Concerning the canal debt, we are told that
upon the average basis of receipts for the last
seven years the whole indebtedness will be
extinguished in 1874. The debt due to the
State for war purposes has been reduced to
$6;>0.286, and that is to be settled shortly by
the War Department. The National Guard is
represented to be in a flourishing und advanc¬
ing condition, including now forty-five thousand
oflicers and men.

The public charities and State prisons re-
! ceive a portion of the Governor's attention,

and are treatrd of Bomewhat in detail. Re-
!a;in* to quarantine, emigration and the public
health, the reports are satisfactory. In the har¬
bor ofNew York during the past year 242,7:)tf
immigrants were landed, realizing a fund to
the ( ommissioners of Emigration.at the per
capita rate of $2 50.of the magnificent sum of
over a million dollars for commutation tax
alone.
The Governor indulges in some vague

theories about special legisla'ion, and nllurles
to the fact that a large number of bills
of this character were rushed through during
the last ten days of the late session, four
hundred and ninety-four of which he hai not
time to sign before the adjournment This,
however, is a common custom, but it ought to
be amended ; and that we have altos? -tlar too
much legislation is undoubtedly true, when
we consider that about eighty percent of the
bil's passed are jobs.

O.i the matter of public education we learn
that the amount paid for the Common School
Tun J by the government list year was
$1,403,163, by voluntary local taxation
$5, >91 >71, an 1 from rate bilis and other sources

f 1 ,900,000. The number of children attending
the schools were 30.C2 per cent of the entire
number between fire and twenty-one years, or
44..J-4 per cent of the whole number ot children
between six and seventeen years of a*e. These
subjects, which are of interest to the State of
Now lork, Governor Fonton touches upon
here and there in bis Menage ; but ho dilates
altogether too much upon national ques¬
tions, reconstruction. the defunct confederacy,
and tho condition of the South, which is mere
waste of space, and might more properly be
embodied in othar documcala than a Gover¬
nor's Alessage.
Trur Donmrr.. With all the tinkering n,

the radical* of Congress to get the ten ouUidr
Southern States reinstated on the basis rf
negro supremacy in season for the Presidential
election, will they succeed? Verj doubtful.
Without those States will tbey sacceed in the
J'retidentlal election ? Very doubtful. Will
tbey bead off Andy Jobajouf doubtful. (

4 ¦

rhe R«ep*ri of the Hpeclal 0#n«it«aloBer «f
the XeTeiif,

The main purposes of tbi« Important and
interesting report, which is published in
to-day's Herald, have bacn to exhibit the
present state of tbe national finances, so far as

the debt and annual obligations for expendi¬
ture are concerned, and to discuss tbe condi¬
tions under which the revenue required in
order to meet such expenditures may be raised
by taxation with the least detriment to the
productive power and the welfare of the whole
country. The report is based upon tho inves¬
tigations which tho Special Commissioner has
made, not only as to tbe sources of national
revenue, the best me hod* of collecting re¬

venue, the administration of existing revenue

laws, and the relations of foreign trade to
domestic industry, but also as to the revenue

systems and industrial conditions in Great
Dritaih and some of the leading States of con¬

tinental Europe. A visit to Europe and a per¬
sonal examination of its various revenue sys¬
tems has enabled Mr. Wells to compare the
financial condition and prospects of the United
Slates with those of other nations. He pre¬
sents a picture full of encouragement in re¬

spect to our own financial and industrial future.
His conclusions are " That the United States
is the only one of the leading nations of tbe
world which is, at present, materially dimin¬
ishing its debt and reducing its taxes ; and
the only one, moreover, which ofTers any sub¬
stantial evidence of its ability to pay its debt
within any, definite period, or even anticipates
tho probability of any such occurrence."
Mr. Wells even feels authorized to say that the
people of tho United States have great cause

for congratulation that tbe wave of commer¬
cial depression which, since the termination of
their war, has swept over the commercial
centres of the whole civilized world has

brought so little of disaster to their interests,
Inasmuch as tbere is not to-lay a country in
Europe in which the paf&ifsis of industry IS
not greater, tho failures more numerous and
the prospect of an early return of commercial
prosperity and activity less encouraging than
in the United States.
One thing at least, If, as In Mr. Wells'

opinion, no other, may be considered as having
been settled by the financial experience of the
past three years, and this is the marvellous
capacity of the country for revenue, " which
has been proved to be equal, under tho most
unfavorable conditions, to every requirement
for expenditure and for the extinguishment of
the debt at a rate which finds no precedont in
tho history of any other nation." A single
instance cited by Mr. Wells illustrates in a

striking and suggestive manner the productive
power of the country to meet current expendi¬
tures and reduce or extinguish dobt. We refer
to the fact that the estimated present average
annual value of the apples alone smt to mar¬

ket from eight of tbe sixty counties of the
State or New York.viz., four and a half to
five millions of dollars.is suffl:lent to pay the
interest on the entire State debt and add
about two millions annually to tho sinking
fund : bo that if all other forms of industry or

I production in the State of New York should
cease to contribute to the State debt, but the
apple treos in those eight countieB should con¬
tinue to grow and produce, their aunual pro¬
duct, if devoted to this purpose through the
patriotism of their owners, would In less than
ten years extinguish tho whole debt, including
tbe present unliquidated cost (fifteen millions)
of the Erie canal. This single instance may
serve to suggest the incalculable material
strength and development of the whole nation,
and to silence all who are disposed to croak
about its inability either to carry or to extin¬
guish the national debt. The figures speak
eloquently on this point in tho review by Mr.
Wells of the present condition of the capital
and industry of the country, and of
their ability to sustain the necessary
burden of taxation. Tho Commissioner shows
with what wonderful rapidity tbe country, as a

whole, is recovering from the efforts of the
war and resuming its normal condition of
development and progress. Immigration,
which makes a positive yearly addition to the
wealth and producing capacity of tbe country
of not less than one hundred and fifty millions of
dollars; a continued increase In the invention
of machinery and the perf -cling of proce-sscs for
improving and cheaponian products; an in¬
crease in tbe quantity and value of tbe
national agricultural products.tho aggrejjato
crops of all kinds for tbe year 1867, although
loss In some respects than what was antici¬
pated. having exceeded, both in quantity nnd
value, those of any previous year; an increase
In the capital invested, and In the number and
capacity of establishments for manufacturing
purposes; the increase in tho production of
pig iron, of anthracite coal, of petroleum; tho
increase of tonnage on tho northern lakes anl
other inland waters; th? increase in the earn¬
ings of the leading railroads; tbe increase in
the aigrcgate business of the country, and
particularly that of the principal citics; tho
increase in tbe number of houses erected dur¬
ing the past ye ir, estimated to bo greater than
in any farmer year of oar nation il existence;
in fine, nil our multiplying sources of in¬
crease! proip utj are indicated by the Com¬
missioner as full of promise f >r the future.

Mr. Wells, suggesting an estimate of our
national annual expenditure nt one hundred
anl forty millions for ordinary expenses, one
hundred and thirty million i for in erest and
fl:ty millions for the reduction ol the principal
of tho debt, intimates hl« belie f thatitwoull
b» easy for the whole country, with its labor
and capital restored to productive employ¬
ments, to meet ibis annual etpendituro by
means of a per cipi/a taia'lon of eight dollars
and seventy three cents, which, moreover, con¬
tinued at tho same rate, would ext-nguisb the
principal of the debt iu less than twenty years.
The Commissioner refers in detail to distilled

spirits, fermented liquors, t.»bacco and its
manufactures, Income, stamp*, legacies and suc¬
cessions, banks, railroad", salaries and the
other internal revenue sources, as yielding
one hundred and fifty-two million dollars,
which leave* a deficiency of eighteen millions
necessary to m iVe up the nnm of one hundred
and S"?enty m ..Ions fiat was. according to

p;\vio iHcsk. late#. ? » be piovUbd for from in¬
ternal nvenia .Oi.V 'S. To meet tnls de-
flcleuey the eo-called ' special" or "license"
Ux"s and the t-\x"S on ales may be relied on.
Tne re " mmerdatiotu of the Commissioner

for reform in the revenue administration, and
particularly his six recommendations relative
to the retrenchment of expenditures, which 'he
deems absolutely indispensablo In the various
.pher* 0f VUo public Mrvlje, are highly ju-

diclouind merit thi wrlotll edaii4w*tlon of

Congress Even the greatest aoW«ttll>W
among the radicals in Congress might well be
diverted from their pet hobbies by tbd fatfts
set forth in the roport of the Special Commit-
sioner of the Revenue, and be induced to da-
vote a little time to the financial and Industrial
interests of the country.
Senator Howard'* Report oh tbe Suapenalou

.f Secretary Stanton.

We pnbilsh this morning tbe material points
of Senator Howard's report on the reasons

submitted to tbe Senate by Prcsidont Johnson
for his suspension of Mr. E. M. Stanton as Sec¬
retary of War. Mr. Howard fully justifies the
refusal of Mr. btanton to resign at the Presi¬
dent's requost, on the ground of "grave public
considerations," and charges tbo suspension to

a factious spirit of hostility to the Reconstruc¬
tion laws of Congress on tbe part of the Presi¬
dent. Mr. Johnson is further accused of garbling

a certain telegraphic despatch of General Baird
touching the New Orleans riot, and of sup¬
pressing certain important facts in reference
to said riot ; and bis complaint upon this
scare against the Secretary of War, Mr.
Howard says, " has not even tbe merit of
plausibility." Instead of needing tho in¬
formation of General Daird's despatch Mr.
Johnson, it is further charged, was

"kept fully informed by Rozier, Voorhees,
llerron and others (implicated in the riot) of
what was going on, and seems to have con¬

cealed it designedly from th* Secretary."
In conclusion, tbe committee recommend

the passage of a resolution, and that it be cer¬

tified to the President, to wit " That having
considered tbe evidence and reasons given by
the President in his Message of tbe 16th of De¬
cember, 1867, for the suspension of Edwin M.
Stanton from the office of Secretary of War, the
Senate do not concur in such BUBpension".
which brings the issue to a decisive test, ono

way or tig other, on Jhe merits of tbe Tenure
of Office law. Mr, J<?bpjipn, la eypplr aifc-
pcr.disg Stattton, Instead of unking a removal,
and in giving his reasons to the Senate for the
suspension, has complied with the terms of the
law relating to the tenure of office. But this
law further declares that unless the Senate
shall concur in tho President's reasons for any
suspension under tbe law male in the recess

of Congress, the officer concerned shall be re¬

instated in bis office^ and this is the point to
which this resolution of the Senate will bring
Mr. Johnson.
Assuming that the resolution will be passed,

will Mr. Stanton be reinstated ? No, according
to our information ; for Mr. Johnson will refuse
to recognize Mr. Stanton on applying for res¬

toration,' and will probably submit his consti¬
tutional reasons to the Senate for this course.

What, then ? Mr. Stanton must then retire
from the field or carry up his ca3e to the
Supreme Court for a decision on the constitu¬
tionality of the Tenure of Office law.a decision
which Mr. Johnson, it is said, desires to obtain.
Mr. Stanton, however, may relieve the Senate
from tho danger of a judgment against the law
by declining to press his claim. In cither
event, we suspect tbe conclusion will be
another viotory for Andrew Johnson.

The New Italian Cabinet.
M. Menabrea, as appears from our cable

despatches, has at last boon successful in
reorganising his Cabinet It is difflcult to

ricjormine whether this success is a loss or a

gain jg yai
advantage, but ultimately it may bo a mwf
fortune. The jpost that can be said with
safety is that the choice lay between Menabrea
and Ratazzi, and that Menabrea means peace
and Ratazzi means war. Menabrea is as
anxious that Rome should become tho capital
of Italy as Ratazzi is or can be ; but the former,
much a« he wishes that Italy were one and
indivisible, dreads open collision with France,
and prefers to await the issue of events ;
whereat the latter, impatient or all delay and
indignantly opposed to all interference, would
give expression to the popular will fearless of
Fiance or of any other foe. Menabrea in
power means that the Italian government hopes
for the settlement of the Roman question by
moral rather than by material means ; Ratazzi
in power means that the Roman question must
be settled, by moral suasion if possible, by
material force if necessary, but by ail means
settled. Menabrea in office ha* saved Italy
from war ; Ratazzi in oJOce would by this time
have set Europe ablaze. It is of course a

question to which different minds will return
different answers, which of ths two men is
better suited to the occasion. We are willing
to accord to Ratazzi bravery, although we

cannot acquit him of rashness ; but Menabrea
we cannot refuse to credit with both wisdom
and caution. Lot us hope that Italy may
obtain Rome without further bloodshed.

W hut Our Amuafimenti Coit,
A single glance at tho internal revenue

returns of the metropolitan theatres for the
past year, which we publish in another column
of the IIekai.d, will show what an important
item of expenditure amusements are, and what
liberal, steady patrons they find among us.
Three million dollars only represent the
amount of money paid for admission to the
tbnatres, but three times that sura would not
be sufficient to show the other expenses, both
of manager and audience, connected with
amusements. First, the manager has to engage

a large number of employes besides the regu¬
lar company, and beforo a piece of any note
is placed on the stage hundreds of dollars
must bo spent for scenery, dresses, music, &o.
In the ease of a spectacle and ballet like the
"Iilack Crook" the expens s are, of course,
doubled. Amusements cost tho audience far
more than the mere price of admission. Car¬
riage hire, supper, special toilet for the
theatre, and numberless little items of expense
known to theatre-goers may be included in
the bill when a gentleman accompanies a lady
to a place of nm-iscment. The receipts of the
New York theatres for the last year far exceed
those of London or Taris. Twenty-two estab¬
lishments in New York and its suburb, Brook¬
lyn. return over three million dollars as their
receipts. Niblo's seems to have made, from a

single spectacle, double the amount of money of
nay of the other theatres.a striking comment
on tho state of the drama at the present day.
Wallack's and the Olympic comc next in order
of receipts, and the Circus follows close on
their totals. The fall and winter season,
despite the stagnation of business, exhibits an
increase of patronage in the majority of the
theatres. Tke returns conclusively show what
houses produced novelties and superior atlrac- I
tioQft tbij) »eaaon. Some maaagon h*v« I

doubled toeir former receipts this winter, and
others bare boos financially wrecked beyond
the hope of salvation. The present year baa

opened gloomily, and the financial prospects
pf the greater number d»* ti,e*tre® for the

balance 6f the season are itla .moro gloomy.
Still, the moro enterprising of our $!2u,emep* I
caterers are preparing choice titbits for tlieir
patrons, regardless ofexpense, undare resolved
to stake all on the issue. What tho spring may
bring forth in tho amusement line remains to
be seen.

Hrnator Hhermau'a New Coinage Rill*

Mr. Sherman Las introduced a bill in the
Senate to change the coinage ot the United
States in some respects and to change the
standard of the matals so as to conform to the
French standard. It is proposed to make the
fire dollar piece agree with the twenty-five
tranc piece of France, and to make other sizes
and denominations of our coinage conform in
the same proportion to the French standard.
The value of the gold coins is to be stamped
on them both in dollars and francs, and if Eng¬
land enters into this monetary arrangement
the pound storiing is to conform to the five
dollar piece, and tben that value also would
be stamped on the coin. All foreign coins so

conforming are to bo a legal tender in all pay¬
ments whatsoever. Thero are some other pro¬
visions In the bill, but these are the chief ones.

The object is to bring abont a 'unification of
the coinage of the world, or, at least, of that of
the principal commercial nations. The bill
appears to be based on the recommendations
of the monetary conference held at Paris last
year, and upon the report ot Mr. Rugglcs, the
United States delegate to that conference.
No doubt such a unification of the metallic

currency of the great commercial nations
might be convenient in breaking up the busi¬
ness of tho small money ohangers, and might
savo people from the little shavos to which
thjjy rjo now . "0^j it would have

Scarcely any or no effect upon great comm -r-

cial and banking exchanges. But we cannot
see that this proposed change would be of the
least value to us or to any of the other nation?
when paper Is tho currency. It may be said
that we shall return to specie payments by and
by. Perhaps we may ; but it is possible we

may find a paper currency the be3t, the most
stable and the least likely to be deranged,
and that herealter we may regard gold and
silver simply as articles of commerce, the same

as cotton, wheat, tin or lead are regarded.
It may not, under any circumstances, be con¬
venient or prudent to return to specie pay¬
ments for some time. Then the other nations
may be plunged into troubles, revolution or

war, and have to resort to a paper currency.
France for many years during the revolution¬
ary period bad nothing but paper money,
and specie payments were suspended nearly
thirty years in England. May not such times
come Again? Noitber we nor they are sure of
maintaining a metallic currency even were it
now universally restored. There is no neces¬

sity for such a bill and it would be of no

earthly value to us. The introduction of it
shows a disposition to be tinkering over small,
unimportant matters, while the country is
groaning under burdens and bad legislation
that ciM for removal.
But wh/ should not this great country have

its own independent monetary system? Why
should we not adhere to our simple decimal
denominations without stamping the French
and English money terms upon our coins ?

pore slmpfe tVan
our decimal syfi?nf, if^re'go nations like
to conform to it all very well; T.® d® not
want to go out of tho way in the matter or f°nj»
any European entangling alliances, monetary
or otherwise. The time is not far ofT when, from
our mighty growth, enterprise and geographi¬
cal position, we shall give laws to the rest of
the world in monetary, financial and commer¬
cial matters. The greenback legal tender is
our currency now, and a good one it is. Wo
may find that it, or some other government
issue like it, may be the best currency in the
future. It may be that we are going to change
the ideas of the world in this respect, as we
have in other respects. At all events, having
a paper currency at the present time, and not
knowing when we may have any other, it is a
waste of time and nliopether out of place to
be legislating on a unification of metallic cur¬
rency for the world.

Thk Ai.bxht Lobbt..With the democrat! In
possesion of the Assembly and the republicans
ia occupation of the Senato at Albany there
are some innocent penplo who. perhaps, think
that the lobby jobs and jobbers oQeach will be
neutralized by the jobbers and job« of the
other, so that this Legislature will be without
much profit to the lobby on either side, and
that accordingly the taxpaying people will
have occasion to be thankful. We fear, how¬
ever, that all snch estimates of the now Legis¬
lature will prove delusive in the course of five
or six we.'ks. The Albany lobby believes
that every lawmaker ut Albany, republican or

democrat, has his price, and if it can be paiJ
and still leave a good margin of profit to the
lobby the man is bought. By way of illustra¬
tion, if there it> a greenhorn who supposes that
the ascendancy of Tammany in the Ansembly
kilta off tho Ilroudnay Surface Railroad job, let
him wait a little, till the lobby gets its machinery
adjusted, and he will be a wis«r man.

THE METROPOLITAN FM 0EM«T«E»T.
The report of Ch er Englnosr Klngslsnd, of the

Metropolitan Fire Deparlmsnt, which ku .just be. n
forwarded to Governor Kenton, coalsins some very
Interesting information concerning the working* of the
Department during tho p*at year aod the Improvements
wlch he Is of tbe opinion might and ought to b« intro¬
duced Into the organization. During the year end' ng
Novem'ior 80. according to the report, tbers were
eight hundred and thirty fires and alarms, of which
ninety-one wero Incrndlarv origin. During the same

period thirty-six arrsit* were made of persons suspected
of arson, of whieh number fourteen wsro discharged by
tbe police magl<trat*t for want of ssfflelsnt evidence to
convict tbe aecused and tho remainder wers "variously
dlipoied of. " The total lots by flro was 9t.711.000, only
one- third of whleh was insurod. Ths Chief Engineer
stains that ths numbor of flrss during ths past ysar as
sompsrod with that of previous roars ha* not docrsased,
hit the ios*es were not so (rest. Ths total fore*
of men in ths deportment, laeludmg ths eng'neers,
Is »20. There are now in ths use of the Deportment
at), 675 feet. of hope, of which 43,076 fsst are la good and
27.600 (eel in ordinary condition. On sn alsrin of Are
an average of one-sixth of ths entire fores proceed* to
ti e place Indicated, and If ths alarm Is repeated this
number Is increased to sne-third. Ths time allowed
each company for harneetlng ths horsei and leaving ths
house* i* restricted to tweniy-flve aecond*.

'llie uss of aerond elaas steamers I* slrong'y recom¬
menced on account of ths scarcity of the rurpiy of
water at tbe hydrsnts sn1 tha tightness of the euginss.
Four new steamer* will be required daring tho present
year The psn nase of 16,000 fest of hoeo of combine-
tion rubier, Uaylord oouphnr, Is urged. Uo closes br
advocating tbs purchase of a small propeller for uee tn
ca-es of fire n the shipping. sr.d the rigid eblorcemsnt
of the law agninit the stoiags of fombtitllile national
with a ids «iiy llaittft .

» ' 1

combined Willi b»1S2 N>d r,P,(l movement or the scie-

ild« performer «r» Worthy aol enlf * [ iQch ipnsulee
but of general emulation. To not* the progress of thl
accomplishment as a pastime and lta progression from a

rude and unpolished custom to an established, pleasant
and healthful exercise for the delectation of all classes^
ts interesting in the extreme and suggestive of refleo-
Uon.
Where a few years since the members of the gentler

sex would rather remain within doors, la the atmosphere
of artificially heated apartments, they now dan shawl*,

muffs, tippets and boas, and, bidding adieu ts

old prohibitory laws, enjoy a healthy breath at
nature. That American men aad women have
in year* gone back not tuk-n air and
exercise enough is a miserab'e fact It has stared ¦¦
in the lace by laclc o( muscle in the men and of bloom
In the women.one half seening like hoiho'i«e flower*,
the other a race of unfortunate, overworked bipeds
But this great error has been discovered, end especially
the fair ladies of our country are now. in the many oat*
door sporta that have in their laudable pursuits tha

S reservation of life, caught the cbarre of beauty and 'ha
I* sing of health, which w II In the merid an ot their

lives be a jov, instead of sinking Into early valetudina¬
rianism. Among the pas'lmes the more popular is

skating.In fact, this heal'bfu!, pleasant exercise, from
the symmetry, grace, beauty and aeif-poisessioa II
evokea, transcends them all.
"You tell Hirne there 'a. bully skating down here.I'm

going," was the exc ted stout from the lips of a fair,
golden haired bnv, dressed IB elegant costume and wltk

a pair of tiny skatc3 dangling over his shoulder, seem-
mgly just from his mother's hand and heart.
yesterdny morning, as he ran (o one of
the prominent skating ponds in the city, and bis ex
presslon was the koy to thn great enthusiasm that pet
vaded the many thousands of ladies, gentlemen, lads
and lassies as they wended their way o the scene o

sport, the carnival of fun, that was observed throughon'
the day and evening upon the skating poods of New \
York and vicinity, exceeding In brilliancy anything that
has been witnessed this season.
The ice that had by nature of the weather for several

days been o, a consistency to preclude the indulgence of
the exhi'arating pursuit, that makes war on pu lor aad
languor, became by the sharp, bracing nights of Satur-
day and Sunday of such i haracter to open again ob
Monday the cirnlvalistic skating sporis. The cars,
both In New York, Brooklyn and Jersey City, leading ta
the streets end avenues adjacent to the skat¬
ing ponds severally located there were filled to
repletion Gentlemen left tcelr business to have a few
hours' pleasure, while many <>f the male wex wi'hou#
bnsiness followed their example; and ladies with at.
lendant cavaliers and misses with bean- nrr^ifl'
..d ^ isra
»oe ponos nad tbelf bloUfni throng. - _S?
The character oftho lga with other details of Interest

K-r*1'" "".J ?aveSi private tai public rinks of the
city and suburbs are noted herewith:^

New York.
wrrcBsu,'s nrra iruiti pari pond.

The Ice at this pond was excellent, end from early
morning until late at nUht the throng was latenas.
Many ladies, recognized as the most graceful and expert
In the art of skating in the city, visited it, among theae
the Misses Powell, Jackson, Miller, Couahton and Wtf.
on, between whom and the members of the New York
i-katlng Club there was pleasant rivalry. They execute*
many difficult and graceful evolutions. At night the
fires upon the embankment surrounding the pond ami
pleasant music gave zest to tbo sceno. Gold medals will
soon be contended for In the matter of champion ekating
by ladies here.

TBS PARK PONDS.
The appearance of the pond skating signals ob the

city railroad cars caused an intensely pleasurable feeling
yesterday morung in the breasts of many pleiteure
.eekers. "The ball's up!" excla med hundreds of
the sturdy sons of toll, as each of them dashed
off to prepve for a grand tournament on the lee.
Early In tb*day the skaters begin to arrive in groups of
two, three or more, and commence operations on the
glassy surlace of the lakis ; but it waa not until about aa
hour later that the concourse could property be con-
sidered at all large. During the uext two hours, bow.
ever, the gathering continued to Increase, until
Anally there wero upwards of thirty thousand persons of
both sexes shooting hither and thither In every con¬
ceivable direction, and with a rapidity of motion la
keeping with the proverbially characteristic velocity ti
Young Amerioa. The One. clear, crisp weather, delight¬
fully softened by ihe sunny warmth of old Sol. mate¬
rially enhanced the pleasure of the afternoon. Although
at oao time lL#ras feared, from a growing weakness ia
the ice along toe western shore of the lake, particularly

at a point near the la<Ti;u' cottage. that a general clearance
would have to be made, the noble aheet bore its precious
burden without the slightest Incident m the way ef
breakages having ooeurred. The styles of dress wora
by the feminine portion of the skaiorml multitude were
as varied as the beauty of the wearers, and generally
indicatod the wordiy circumstances of the owner. Ei-
cept In a few solitary instances, large hoops were en¬
tirely ignored, and e marked preference for walkiag
dresses wen plainly dlacernihle. The favorite colore,
to judge from what wan moat worn, s-emed to b«
purple and blue, and the style of bead gear used wai
also varied. Here might be seen a sylph-liks blonde la
blue, with a luxuriant wealth of wavy, silken light hair
doing the Dutch role, In company with a spruce look!
lag iiip jurtdropped out of a bABdbox. Before one's
eye baa takil I ptt*T2| pantograph of this pretty pair
along comes ihugdtriiH % hUl« Teuton With a Dutofc
gnllol IB tow, r.giSTW la « Hma
sty le with an abundance of red and green, aad hair

d Ux Pompadour. Next whizzes past a piquant brunelta12 8 maroon slik and hair done up la Grecian curls with
a band ofBoy In front. Another dark-eyed beaaty la

veif?t sacque, ihifk and white striped short walking
dress, Mlb greed BT<r^,rt- long pheasant-
leathered velvet polnta and fia!J?e Kids, while en¬
deavoring to cut some French capers, caused quite a
sensation, particularly atnoug that portion of the at>
tendance whoae daily bread is sarned by msaiitrlBg dtfV
sueh fabrics. The ever changing crowd of steel oiad
Gotham ites, gliding In a aerpeat llke waits to the na-
sical murmuring# or the congealed water, heightened
by the' snow capped shrubbery along the shores, pre.
s' nted a picture or an exceedingly interesting character.
The only noticeable addition this season In the way ef
Improvemeafs Is the introduction of gas In Ilea of tha
old system of kerosene Illuminating. Gaa lamps wltk
Isrge reflectors have been placod along the shore of tha
lake at Intervals (if about rorty yards, which, whea
lighted, give a very brilliant appearance to the soene oa
the Ice.
Although thousands visited the ponds here the Ice was

solid and smooth, the usual illuminations took plaea
at night, and among the throngs were many ladles la
elegant skatiag costumes.

oatbas's piptii Avssra post.
There has been great difficulty in getting the lee la

condition at this retreat, but on Monday, by great exer¬
tion, it wa* in good condition. With tne crowd preeeat
there were many mars In the skating Armament. To¬
day a gold raedal will be contended for by ladies at Ihla
park.

BACBILLAlTs roup.
Under the Judicious treat oent of scrapers the lee waa

excellent here. The mnsic and illuminations In the
evening tnd Ihe attractions throughout the day drew
together many of taleut in the skatorial ark

Brooklyn.
cjrto# pom

By s device for cutting an.1 planing lee, possessed
alone by the proprietor of this lake, there has hers
been solid, smooth and thick Ice for several days
decidedly ths bsst seen this reason. Monday and yes¬
terday, from early la the morning until after midalght,
tboosnnds not onlv from t be Eastern district, but iron
this city, met together, maav recogu.xed as experts ia
skntiug circles. Groups joined hands here and there
npon the glib surface, while a co.srle would over and
anon crowd about aorao one wboae evolutions wore
or glnal and difficult. Those who did not indulge in ths
pleasures of the occaslou found piea ant po inima for
slgtit-soelng In tbe rosey reception rooms and the unique
pagoda tbat adorns tbe lake. There Is every arrange¬
ment made here for the comfort of visitors.

SATW.UTB POKP.
This po«d Is growing greatly In favor. The Ice is la

Ace condition. Arnoa;; tbe many attractions soon to he
presented by th* propr.etor is a race with leu boats of
his own ron.-tpwetion. They will he sailed by i.i I es,
aad in this section the scene will be new and of pecu¬
liar interest

C»P!TOU*B poVd.
This retresl Is a favorite with tbe Brooklynltes, aad

wtiee the ics Is In good condition, as yesterday and
¥«ndav, It Is Ailed with visitors. During the d»y liters
.ere many lad>es. lads and misses Indulging ts iha
.port, and a* n gbt the bigger specimens of hunianur.
sailrt the strains of masic and beneath ths glare of ca£
cfnn lights, found pleasure to their costent.

rtfrrsAL rosa
This new pond, situated ia f^outh Brooklyn, Is already

nn institution. Some two thousand persons visited it
yesterday and were greatly pleased at the rondltioa of
the Ice. In a Tew dava tbere will be a skating match
between professionals.
Prom &ppearaoces, as this article Is written, the de¬

votees or the art or skating In this vicinity will have as
much or thia sxbllarating sport as hearts een wish rer.

THE m*£ RIN6.
Flsht the New Jeraey rinnk Road.

Y«*i#rday mornlni ft fight cum* ofl batwaen Mika
Mrf allay , ft butehar boy from Waahlngton Markat, u«
Pitwy McGaoffta, for $100 . aide. Before the ring m
pitched ft canatabla made hi* appearance anl ordered
thom to dlaparae, which ordor *m flouted, ftod ibo offl.
c«r lalt At tho termination of tho twcaijr-Om round
tb« cry of "peiloe" waa raised, . partr being obeerr*d
eonilftg ftloog the rood, ftod ai oact principals, tecoada
and apeetatora took lo their b««la, tba principal* R»ttiag
Into fatiidaa and Idftirln* tha oillrtra . long diitance be.
hind. The party pulled op *t . hotel near t'uloa Hill,
whara a room we* engaged and all more rnnrda
ware fon(ht, when Mike appeared to l/a losing (r-rand ;
but laat then Pftteey (trurk hia aha* whlah toe ra ¦«*-
r*e declared foal, and awarded tha flgiu to Mtke, mnrit
to tba dtfguatof fataajr a friendfc who thereupon (itched
Into tha i «ftr»a, who wai kirkel down italra. A dmi
MM U'Halloran was aubbed In -tha rnelre,

O'HnldwIn, the Irleh <>innt.
Tha (taond entertainment for tba benefit of Nad

O'lialdwln and hia friend Jack Hicks took place at
Cnlon Hall laat etenin*. Tha hall waa crowd** w th
prominent member* ef tha prli* ring and boter* of e*>
lebrtly. fiarnay Aaron aat to with Hick* and O' 11*14-
win with Dunn and Wdah, whi.a many Inter ligbtanfflirad itianialraa m Urg tla f«r tha dtlMt*li*a .( ih«
fta<Uea«a.


